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Kids at Robert Kennedy Elementary Get Surprise After 

Volunteer Beautification Event  

On Saturday, April 28 th, Assemblymember Ash 

Kalra, alongside Latinos United For a New America 

(LUNA), Vietnamese Voluntary Foundation (VIVO), 

and the Franklin -McKinley School District brought 

together dozens of volunteers to help beautify a 

local school. Sprawling blacktops lay faded and 

artwork unrecognizable for years at Robert Kenne-

dy Elementary. Students who played on the black 

tops during lunch and recess would not even be 

able to tell that at one point it was covered with 

games and art. It was a wonderful surprise for these  

students when they returned to school on Monday to discover their once faded campus 

was now covered with bright shades of every color of the rainbow. Residents, families, 

and even Robert Kennedy Elementary students and 

teachers worked together in a successful effort to 

repaint and revive recess activities on the school 

blacktops in just a few hours.  

What was even more amazing was the fact that 

most of the volunteers did not even have kids at the 

school or live in the neighborhood. These volunteers 

just wanted to make a difference for students in the 

community. With more than forty people in attend-

ance and a lot of contagious energy and laughter, 

the morning work of repainting the four -square and 

hopscotch courts, along with the entire map of the United States, went by quickly. Not 

only were the outlines of the courts repainted, but 

the squares themselves were filled with beautiful, 

vibrant colors which brought a renewed life to the 

schoolõs blacktop.  

òWorking with VIVO and LUNA shows how people 

can work together, across diverse communities, to 

make a change in the lives of our students,ó stated 

Assemblymember Kalra. òThe kids at Robert Kenne-

dy Elementary deserve a safe and fun environment 

when they are at school, and it feels good to be a 

part of the change that helped beautify their cam-

pus.ó  
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As I begin the latter half of my second legislative session, I have certainly learned from the experience and am hon-

ored to serve in a meaningful way. Thanks to the support from my community and my colleagues, eighteen bills 

that I authored have passed through the Assembly floor and onto the Senate, in addition to the seven bills signed 

into law last year by Governor Brown. But it was not an easy task. It was a challenge to engage in crucial discus-

sions regarding tough social and economic issues reflected in my bills. I look forward to engaging with the Senate 

and hope the bills reach the Governorõs desk and are signed into law. 

As the Chair of the Aging and Long Term Care Committee, many of my bills aim to protect our most vulnerable ag-

ing populations:  

AB 2233 ð Assisted Living Waiver would expand the Assisted Living Waiver program to keep pace with the stateõs 

growing aging population by increasing the number of òslotsó available under the program by up to 18,500, ex-

pand geographic representation of the program on a regional basis, outline requirements for the stakeholder pro-

cess, and address various programmatic elements that impact its effectiveness.  

AB 3200 ð SSI/SSP Incremental Restoration Act of 2018 would put in place a cost of living adjustment for Supple-

mental Security Income/State Supplementary Payment (SSI/SSP) recipients going forward. This is a just and needed 

investment to help California's most impoverished aged, blind, and disabled adults who do not have the financial 

resources to manage California's high cost of living.  

As a member of the Labor and Employment Committee, I also introduced bills that protected workersõ rights and 

workersõ safety: 

AB 2034 ð Human Trafficking Awareness Training: Transit Employees would better identify and prevent cases of hu-

man trafficking by requiring transit employees in bus, train, or light -rail operations to undergo human trafficking 

awareness training by January, 2020.  

AB 2775 ð Professional Cosmetic Labeling would require the labeling of professional cosmetic products in the same 

manner as is required of retail cosmetic products, ensuring that salon workers as well as consumers are aware of 

potentially hazardous chemicals in the products that they use on a regular basis, especially lengthy exposures.  

AB 2963 ð Worker Lead Blood Levels: reporting  would require the Department of Public Health to report to the Cali-

fornia Division of Occupational Safety and Health any instance where a workerõs blood lead level is at or above 25 

micrograms per deciliter in order to improve how public health officials are handling cases of worker lead poisoning 

and help ensure that unsafe working conditions are corrected.  

Of the ten bills that passed the Assembly floor, I also authored bills that addressed environmental protection, as well 

as animals, both domestic and wild:  

AB 2094 ð Hazardous Waste Facility Inspections  would ensure hazardous waste facilities permitted by the Depart-

ment of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) are in full compliance with state and federal law and regulations by set-

ting minimum inspection frequencies. In so doing, AB 2094 would help reduce toxic threats to the public and the 

environment by including frequency enhancements based on higher risk factors.               

AB 2627 ð Migratory Bird Treaty Act would promote conservation of migratory birds while providing guidance to in-

dustry on compliance with laws protecting migratory birds. In December 2017, the Trump Administration issued a 

legal opinion saying it would no longer enforce the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), one of the worldõs oldest and 

most effective environmental laws protecting migratory birds. As federal rollbacks to the MBTA have created a vac-

uum in wildlife protection, certainty is needed for both conservation efforts and industry to ensure that birds and 

other natural resources are protected.  

AB 2215 ð Medicinal Cannabis: Animal Use would enable state -licensed veterinarians to discuss the use of cannabis 

on animals in their practice without fear of the Veterinary Medical Board taking disciplinary action. These discus-

sions can better inform a pet ownerõs decision on the use of cannabis and promote safe, responsible use.  

 

(continued on pg. 3)  
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Environmental Advocates and Partners Gather at Community Town Hall to 

Discuss Local and Statewide Policies  

Council on February 27, 2018. Comerford explained the 

intention of Climate Smart San José and how it helps city 

officials lay out steps and goals to become a low -

carbon, people -centered city. The plan details ways to 

reduce fossil fuel emissions through transit, connectivity, 

a local and inclusive economy, building efficiently, and 

more. In addition to the presentations, the Community 

Town Hall also included resource tables hosted by local 

environmental non -profits. The organizations included 

the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, Mothers Out 

Front, 350 Silicon Valley, the Committee for Green Foot-

hills, Citizensõ Climate Lobby, Keep Coyote Creek Beauti-

ful, and the Sierra Club ð Loma Prieta Chapter. All seven 

of these local advocacy groups distributed resources 

regarding their respective efforts to support and protect 

the environment, petitions to save different open space 

areas, and a brief description about their mission and 

any upcoming events.  

Praising the community members for attending, and the 

local environmental organizations for their participation 

and continued advocacy, Assemblymember Ash Kalra 

insisted that òthe support and dedication from everyone 

in this room is, and will be, the driving factor in the fight 

to achieve environmental protection.ó 

On Thursday, May 

10th, Assembly-

member Ash Kalra 

hosted his Com-

munity Town Hall 

on Environmental 

Issues at Northside 

Community Cen-

ter. Community 

members in at-

tendance enjoyed 

various presentations on environmental updates, local 

and statewide. Assemblymember Kalra touched on vari-

ous bills he authored, as well as bills other legislators intro-

duced, which aim to protect the environment and com-

bat climate change. Kalra also discussed the current 

2018-2019 proposed state budget, what Cap and Trade 

funds are going towards in Assembly District 27, as well as 

legislative actions being taken in response to federal ac-

tions. 

Cyndy Comerford, Deputy Director of the City of San 

Jos®õs Environmental Services Department also provided 

a presentation on the new Climate Smart San José initia-

tive, which was recently approved by San Jose City 
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Also, as a member of the Judiciary Committee, I introduced a bill that would amend the judicial process to ensure 

honesty and accuracy:  

AB 2084 ð Court Reporter Providers  would require individuals or entities that provide court reporting services to be 

registered court reporter providers by the Court Reporters Board. To ensure the integrity and fairness of the judicial 

process, all litigants must be assured that transcripts provided by court reporting services are honestly and accu-

rately prepared.  

Legislation aside, as summer recess quickly approaches, I look forward to being back more often in the community 

I love and represent. I am especially excited for a couple of upcoming events I am hosting, including the 2018 Veg-

gie Fest (please see pg. 4), and the School Supply Drive for children of migrant farm workers (please see pg. 8). Of 

course, I also cannot wait to see everyone on the evening of Tuesday, August 7 th  for the 35 th Anniversary of National 

Night Out. It is always great to see our neighbors and law enforcement agencies come together to keep San José 

a safe and wonderful place to live.  

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Ash 
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